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EARL RIVERS] Anthony Woodville, born c. 1442; K.G., 1466; executed 1483. His translation, The DicUs and Sayings of the Philosophers^ was the first book printed by Caxton, 1477. See also Appendix II.
MARQUESS OP DORSET] Thomas Grey, born 1451; succeeded his father as ninth Baron Feirars of Groby, 1461; Earl of Huntingdon, 1471; Marquess of Dorset, 1475; K.G,, 1476; escaped to Brittany, 1483; confirmed in his titles by Henry VII.; died 1501.
LORD GREY] more correctly Lord Richard Grey; executed 1483.
EARL OF OXFORD] John de Vere, born 1443; succeeded his father as thirteenth Earl, 1462; a consistent Lancastrian. His abortive attempt to hold St. Michael's Mount in 1473 led to his attainder and imprisonment at Hammes, 1474-84. He returned with Richmond to England, and died 1513.
LORD HASTINGS] William Hastings, created Baron Hastings of Ashby-de-la-Zouch and Lord Chamberlain, 1461. He was a prominent antagonist of the Woodville faction; but his imprisonment in the Tower, referred to in i. i. and ill. ii, is merely an inference drawn by the author of the play from Holinshed, iiL 723, where it is said (following More) that Hastings was " accused vnto King Edward by the Lord Riuers ... in such wise, as he was for the while (but it lasted not long) farre fallen into the kings indignation, & stood in great feare of himselfe." Executed 1483.
LORD STANLEY] Thomas Stanley, born c. 1435; succeeded his father as second Baron Stanley, 1459 ; became third husband of Lady Margaret Beaufort, mother of Henry VII.; created Earl of Derby, 1485 ; died 1504. Strictly speaking, the use of the title " Derby," where it occurs in this play, is wrong, as Stanley was not yet created Earl of Derby at the time of the action. Theobald used " Stanley " throughout, on the ground that the author was not responsible for the inaccuracy. The Cambridge editors retain Derby where both Qq and Ff agree in the reading ; and their custom has been followed in the present edition.
LORD LOVEL] more usually Lovell. Francis Lovell, ninth Baron Lovell of Tichmarsh, Northants; created Viscount Lovell and K.G., 1483; Lord Chamberlain to Richard III.; died after fighting for Lambert Simnel at Stoke, 1487.
SIR THOMAS VAUGHAN] Chamberlain to Edward, Prince of Wales (Edward V.), 1471; executed 1483.
SIR RICHARD RATCLIFF] or Radcliffe; knighted at Tewkesbury, 1471; K,G,, 1484; killed at Bosworth, 1485 ; the " Rat" of Colyngborne's couplet.
SIR WILLIAM CATESBY] A lawyer, and protege of Hastings, whose service he forsook for that of Gloucester. Under Richard III. he became Chancellor of the Exchequer, and in 1484 was knight of the shire for Northants and Speaker of the House of Commons. He was taken at Bosworth, and beheaded at Leicester. The "Cat" of Colyngborne's satire. The knighthood given him here is purely a courtesy title.
SIR JAMES TYRRELjmore correctly Tyrrell or Tyrell; knighted after Tewkesbury, 1471; Master of the Horse to Richard III.; pardoned and made Lieutenant of Guisnes Castle by Henry VII.; beheaded 1502. See note on iv. ii. 36.
SIR JAMES BLOUNT] son of Sir Walter Blount, Baron Montjoy of Mountjoy ; Lieutenant of Hammes Castle, 1476, where he was custodian of the Earl of Oxford ; knighted 1485; died 1493.
SIR WALTER HERBERT] See note on iv. v. 10-18.
SIR ROBERT BRAKENBURY] Appointed Constable of the Tower, 1483, so that his connexion with the murder of Clarence (1478) has no warrant in history; killed at Bosworth.
CHRISTOPHER URSWICK] A member of a northern family; confessor to the Countess of Richmond, Henry VII.'s mother; Archdeacon of Richmondj employed in diplomatic missions by Henry VII.; Dean of York, 1488; Dean of Windsor, 1495 ; died 1522.
TRESSEL and BERKELEY] Names probably chosen by Shakespeare at random.
LORD MAYOR OF LONDON] Sir Edmund Shaw.   See note on m. v. 103.
ELIZABETH] Born c. 1437, daughter of Sir Richard Woodville (Baron Rivers, 1448 ; Earl Rivers, 1466) by Jacquetta of Luxemburg, widow of John, Duke of Bedford; married (i) Sir John Grey, eighth Baron Ferrers of Groby, (2) Edward